Incidence of loose bodies in an osteoarthritic hip.
In a prospective study of 75 consecutive primary Charnley low friction arthroplasties carried out for osteoarthritis, loose bodies were found in nine hip joints; an incidence of 12%. Whether their presence is the cause or the effect of the condition remains unclear. Their discoid or spherical shape suggests that they were free and had been subjected to sliding or rolling motion. Those of irregular shape may have remained partly attached within the capsule, or become confined to a space.